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SUBJECT: BRITISH ATTITUDES ON NEUTRON BOMB 

REF: STATE 184569 

1 . NO RPT NO GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS OR MEMBERS OF PARLIA 
MENT HAVE RAISED ISSUE OF NEUTRON BOMB WITH US. DEFENCE 
AND FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN WELL AWARE OF 
TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT. ALTHOUGH LEFT WING OF LABOR 
PARTY WOULD PROTEST US DECISION TO PRODUCE NEUTRON BOMB 
AND WOULD SEEK TO PREVENT BRITISH GOVERNMENT FROM AGREE- 
ING TO ITS DEPLOYMENT WITHIN NATO AND/OR STORAGE IN UK, 

WE WOULD EXPECT HMG TO ACCEPT US DECISIONS MADE AFTER 
APPROPRIATE CONSULTATIONS. 

2. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED SCORE OR SO OF LETTERS FROM 
PEACE GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS PROTESTING PRESIDENT'S 
RECENT DECISION TO CONTINUE RESEARCH. SOME LETTERS 
ERRONEOUSLY PROTEST ALLEGED DECISION TO PRODUCE AND 
DEPLOY. MOST PROMINENT PERSONAGE TO HAVE PROTESTED THUS 
FAR (IN SPEECH OPENING PEACE EXHIBIT AND NOT IN LETTER 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 LONDON 13202 091725Z 

TO EMBASSY) IS COMPOSER MICHAEL TIPPITT. EDITORIALS IN 
LEADING LONDON NEWSPAPERS REFLECTED TONE OF SORROW MORE 
THAN ANGER THAT MILITARY SCIENCE HAD DEVELOPED MORE 
EFFICIENT MEANS OF KILLING PEOPLE WHILE PRESERVING BUILD- 
INGS. EXCEPTION WAS DAILY TELEGRAPH (WHICH HAS 
MILITARISTIC, AS WELL AS JINGOISTIC, STREAK), WHICH 
DEFENDED NEUTRON BOMB IN PURELY MILITARY TERMS. 
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3. BASED ON THIS MINOR FLURRY IN PACIFIST AND LEFTIST 
CIRCLES AND RELATIVELY MILD EDITORIAL COMMENT. WE WOULD 
NOT EXPECT PUBLIC OPINION TO BE A MAJOR CONSIDERATION IN 
BRITISH OFFICIAL ATTITUDES TOWARD FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF 
NEUTRON BOMB. 
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